The Biblical Description of an Elder
Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his heart on being an overseer, he desires a noble task. Now the overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach,  not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect. (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God's church?) He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil's trap.

(1 Timothy 3:1-7; see also Titus 1:5-9)

DESCRIPTION OF THE DUTIES OF AN ELDER

“It is the responsibility of ruling elders, both individually and jointly, to guard and promote the welfare of the congregation. They are required by their office to visit the people, especially the sick, and pray with them, to comfort the sorrowing, encourage the weak, guide the wayward and the careless, and, in general, to discharge all other duties in Christian love. Although ruling elders do represent congregations by election, they are to seek the will of God in all church court decisions.”  

(ARP Form of Govt.  VIII, B, 2.)

THE BIBLICAL DESCRIPTION OF A DEACON
Deacons, likewise, are to be men worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain. They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear conscience. They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them serve as deacons. In the same way, their wives are to be women worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in everything. A deacon must be the husband of but one wife and must manage his children and his household well. Those who have served well gain an excellent standing and great assurance in their faith in Christ Jesus.
(1 Timothy 3:7-13)

DESCRIPTION OF THE DUTIES OF A DEACON

“The diaconate shall be responsible for the congregation’s ministry to those in material need or distress. It shall also encourage practice of total stewardship among the members of the congregation. It shall plan, in collaboration with the Session, the causes toward which the offerings of the congregation shall be directed; devise effective methods for securing and receiving these offerings; secure and receive special offerings as directed by the Session and the higher courts of the Church; and see that all offering are properly distributed. It shall have the care of the general property of the congregation, both real and personal.”  
(ARP Form of Govt. VII,C,1.)
Candidates for Office of Elder

Steve Brown – Steve and Jill live in Apex and have been members at Ambassador since 2003.  Steve is an engineer with the Town of Cary.   
I answered God's effectual calling in August 1993.  At the time I was only a few years into my engineering career and struggling with what I wanted to do with the rest of my life.  That is when I found out that Jesus Christ had things He wanted me to do with my life.  He gave me the purpose and direction I could not find elsewhere.  I realized that things like career, money, and possessions are not just for my personal pleasure but are all part of how He has equipped me to do His work.  I came to realize the value of lifelong relationships founded in Jesus Christ.  I began to recognize those around me who do not know Him and that I had been called to be a witness to them.  The Holy Spirit continues to sanctify me in ways I would never have imagined.  I look forward to serving Jesus Christ wherever He would have me.”

Anthony Clark -- Tony and Dee Dee  live in Cary and have six children, Caleb, Samara, Gabe, Anna Grace, Micah, and Josiah.  Tony is an optometrist and they have been members at Ambassador since 2003.
I was not raised in a Christian home; however I am delighted to report that my parents are both Christians today.  When I was a teenager I joined a Bible Quiz team at an Assembly of God church.  I was not a Christian, but I was competitive.  We studied the book of Romans, and though I had no idea what any of it meant, but I memorized many passages in order to better compete.  

After my parents divorced, I quit going to church at all.  The summer between finishing at NC State and beginning optometry school in Philadelphia, I lived with three guys in a house in Raleigh.  One of the three, Andy, became almost an instant life-buddy.  Andy never openly shared the gospel with me, but I knew he read his Bible nightly, and genuinely cared for people.  I knew he had a level of enjoyment of living that I was unfamiliar with.  When I moved to Philly, I knew I wanted to have that same joy.  Just then, when God had perfectly set the stage, the Holy Spirit brought back all these verses from Romans.  “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord (6:23).”  “For all have sinned, and fallen short of the glory of God (3:23).”  Perhaps the most meaningful was Romans 8:1 – “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus.”  No condemnation!  I had never lived without feeling condemnation.  It was there that I was saved.   Later, I found out that two women from that Assembly church had  prayed weekly for me.  
Those who know me well know that I am passionate about doctrine, about God’s word and its authority in our daily lives.  I am passionate about the interconnectedness of the lives of a community of believers.  God’s word never returns void, but will always accomplish His holy purposes (Is. 55:11).  My own life is all the proof of these truths that I need.

Candidates for Office of Deacon

Joseph Ballou – Joe and Michelle live in Apex and have three children, Rachel, Julia and Patrick.  They have been members at Ambassador since 2003.  
I am a sinner deserving of eternal torment for my rebellious actions against the Lord and Creator of this earth.  But, because of something I can only describe as God’s  call, I always had an awareness of the presence of God and a certain concern about displeasing Him.  However, I put Him off, and pushed Him far away, but His calling never left me.  After Michelle and I were engaged, we were invited to attend Columbia Baptist Church in Falls Church, Virginia.  It was there that I finally stopped and listened about this God, Whom I had ignored for so long, and responded to God’s call.   My old ways that had been so blatantly sinful and against the Lord were shed and I settled into a new purpose in life, that being to desire and to please God.

Once we got married we started our own new routines, and I started having quiet times in the mornings, which have stayed with me to this day.  My faith in and reliance upon the Lord has increased year upon year as I realize that the more I love and accept His ways, the more at peace I am with Him directing my life.  I am also very interested in and energized by studying theological issues and the doctrines of the church.

I certainly still have sin in my life, but I am more quickly convicted.  Also, I am more able to identify the potential for sin, and turn away now, unlike in my old ways.  I also know and firmly believe that as my old self fades into the background and my new self in Christ pervades more of my life, I am happier than ever and better able to serve God in all of my actions and thoughts.  My life goal is to be available to serve God wherever he calls me.  

Buck Hodges – Buck and Mallory live in Holly Springs and have two children, Samuel and Emily.  They have been members at Ambassador since 1998.  Buck works with Microsoft Corporation.   

I grew up in Charlotte and was a member of Back Creek ARP Church.   I accepted Christ as a student at Northside Christian Academy, which I attended until ninth grade.  My parents divorced when I was 14, and I drifted spiritually for years.  I wasn’t much different than my non-Christian friends.  I met Mallory in high school math class, and we dated in high school and college, marrying in 1993.  We didn’t attend church during college (NCSU) or graduate school (UIUC) until about the final year.  That year we began attending a Presbyterian church in Champaign, IL.

Not long after we moved to Holly Spring in 1996,  we went to the informational meeting for a new church in Apex, and began to attend Bible studies at the Harveys’ house.  That was when the Lord really started to re-awaken me, and I began to grow again spiritually.

Over the years at Ambassador, I started to study my Bible more and seek direction from God.  I rediscovered the joy of going to church, worshiping the Lord and having fellowship with a great group of Christians.   As parents, God has shown us how little we control and that we should rely on him.

For the past two years, I have served on the building committee as its secretary.  I very much want to see the church grow, and I’m excited about how God has provided.  

John Page – John and Kati live in Morrisville and have two children, Ashley and Jack.  They have been members at Ambassador since 2004 and John works in marketing research in RTP.  
I am a sinner saved by God’s grace, seeking now to live for Him.  He has worked to make me more like Him since my spiritual birth, and I know He is continuing to shape me for His glory.  I struggle daily with the remnants of my original nature, but by His grace I know that I am His child and will one day share eternity with Him.  I am my Father’s son, because His Spirit has drawn me to salvation purchased by Christ.

I don’t remember the day in which I became a Christian, as I prayed to receive Christ into my heart when I was five.  I was born into a home with Christian parents who lived out their faith in front of me and encouraged me in the Word, making it clear that this was their most important purpose in my life.  As my father was an elder in our church, he baptized me when I was seven.  My parents still regularly encourage and pray for me and my family.

My faith was tested when I left home to attend college, but God is faithful even when I am not.  He placed two seniors who decided to live in the freshman dormitory as a ministry opportunity next door to my room.  They encouraged me to get involved with Reformed University Fellowship (RUF) and a freshman Bible study, leading me to a closer walk and desire to know more about Him.  

I met Kati in college through RUF and am daily thankful for her spirit and encouragement in the faith.  God has blessed me with a wife who loves Him and children who we pray daily will come to know Christ as their Savior.  I now see my witness and ministry in my family, church, community, and job.  He continues to lead me in discovering new ways to serve Him, and I hope that I will always be ready and willing to answer His call.   

Matt Peedin – Matt and Karen live in Apex with their daughter, Ayla.  They have been members at Ambassador since 2001.  Matt is a realtor.   


I grew up in a small, country, PCA church outside of Goldsboro, NC.  Along with the nurturing of the church, my family provided a light that helped me to see the truth of the gospel at an early age.  I don't recall the specifics, but I remember it was one of those week-long revival services where I first professed my faith in Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour.

Of course, maturity in the faith comes with time and the work of the Holy Spirit.  In high school, my father was diagnosed with terminal brain cancer.  My life dramatically changed at that unexpected event.  Although I was hurt by what I saw, I knew then that God was in control of the situation and that this was part of his plan.  A time of tragedy draws one closer to their God and that occurred with me.  My faith grew stronger.


This growth continued at a steep rate during my time at NC State.  There, I became involved with Campus Crusade for Christ.  Although I had a personal relationship with God, I realized that it lacked depth and passion.  Seeing others in love with Jesus changed my perspective, causing me to evaluate my relationship with Christ.  The head knowledge was there, but the heart knowledge was lacking.  At that point in my life, there seemed to be a life purpose shift.  I realized that peace and contentment within this life would only be found in walking with Jesus on a day to day, moment to moment basis.  Not a Sunday to Sunday basis. 


I'm still growing in this realization.  But now, more than ever, I realize that my life is incomplete and devoid of meaning without an intimate walk with Christ.  More of him, less of me.  The Gospel message continues to resonate loud and clear within my heart, as I continue to see how imperfect I am, how I need a Saviour.  And this message continues to bring joy to my heart, knowing that nothing can separate me from his amazing love.  

Scott Smith --  Scott and Laura live in Cary and have three children, Charlie, Andrew and Catherine.  They have been members at Ambassador since 2001.  Scott works at IBM.   


Having grown up going to church most Sundays,  I knew who Christ was, but I didn't have a relationship with Him in my daily life nor did I seek Him.   It wasn't until I went through the Disciples Bible Study that I really came to know Christ for who He is, Lord and Savior in my life.   Since that time about eight years ago,  I have come to know Christ even more by spending time in the Word studying and learning about Him and how He wants me to live my life.   It is now through Bible Study Fellowship and church, that I continue to grow in my walk with the Lord.    It is my desire that I will live for the Lord in my daily life.    While I recognize I'm a sinner and will stumble,  I know that it is through the blood of Christ that I can be forgiven.  
